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16 FEB 1984

HEADS OF AGENCIES

At the present time, the Office of Federal Records Centers is in the preliminary
stages of planning a review of the Federal Records Center (FRC) operations in
order to comply with OMB Circular No. A-76. As you know, that Circular requires
each agency or department to identify commercial activities performed by the
agency and also sets forth the procedures for determining whether those activities
should be contracted out to private industry or performed in-house using
Government personnel and facilities.

Before we begin the complete review, we must have your comments concerning the
effect a conversion to contract performance by private industry would have on the
~ Government agency-Federal records center relationships. This information will be
| vital to the process of establishing requirements which potential contractors must
meet. -

We would like your response to address the two issues given below. Comments on
other areas of concern to your agency would also be appreciated. :

Limitation by law. Some agencies may have legal restrictions limiting
" access to their records included as part of their enabling legislation or
amendments thereto. If this is the case in your agency, would contractor
operation of the records centers preclude storage of some of your
records? ~ Would there be any special requirements on contractor
- personnel, e.g., security clearances or signature of nondisclosure
agreements? :

Agency regulations or policv. Because of agency imposed restrictions,
Federal employees of other Government agencies and all non-
Government personnel do not have access to the FRC records storage
arees without escort by FRC employees. Does your agency have any
restrictions on access to your records that would affect a contractor
operating the records centers for the Office of Federal Records Centers?

Any changeover to & contract operation will have a significant impaect on all
agencies using the Federal records centers. In order to assess this impact properly,
we need your comments. We would appreciate your response, including any "no
comment", by March 13, 1984. . ' o ‘ '

Please let us know if you have any questions on this matter.
), . / : - - .
ROBERT M. WARNER
- Archivist of the United States -
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